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WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of WEDMORE PARISH COUNCIL held at the Council Rooms, Grants Lane, Wedmore, on  Wednesday 16th March 2022 at 7.30 p.m.
Present:
Councillors:,  Mrs P Costello (Chair), Mrs I Beacom, Mrs G Cousins, Mr D Cox,            Mrs J Farley, Mrs B James-Lloyd, Mr D Kirley, Mrs E Mulliner, Mr A Reeson, Mr A Smith,                     Mr S Thorogood, 
In Attendance: Mr. R Pring (Clerk), Cllr D Huxtable, Mrs C Butterworth, Mrs L Baker (Clerk-in-waiting)
22.03.1. to receive any apologies for absence –  Cllrs, J Candy, J Newton, P Tinney, S Worrall
22.03.2. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  -   Cllr Huxtable mentioned a proposed additional improvement to the local flood relief scheme which would prevent the area near Wedmore Village Hall flooding. He would not be attending the next meeting due to the forthcoming elections but wished everyone well.  Cllr Costello had nothing to report from Sedgemoor D C.
22.03.3. TO RECORD ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  -  Nil.
22.03.4.  minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on  16TH FEBRUARY  2022 – resolved: that the Chairman be authorised to sign the minutes as a correct record of the previous meeting.
22.03.5. matters arising – a. Update on fire equipment at Cheddar – Cllr Kirley updated members on correpondence between the Fire & Rescue Service and the local fire chief.  The new equipment was being delivered very soon and staff had been advised not to engage in further discussions with local parishes.  The Fire Authority had been invited to a Council meeting but had not responded.  Cllr Reeson felt further dialogue should take place but Cllr Kirley said that this was a “job done” and we should move on.  In the future, if the equipment proved to be defective in any way, then that may be a matter for further discussion. 
b. Update on Thermal Imaging camera. Cllr Reeson reported that a stand alone camera costs in the region of £500.  He would have more details at the next meeting

c.   Update on “Have Your Say” event.  Cllr Cox reported that the planned event had been postponed due to the extreme weather and he was trying to find an alternative date.  This would possibly be in May.  Cllr Smith said that the proposed new medical centre, which was to be part of the open day event had thrown up a further two possible locations but with many conflicting issues that needed to be addressed.  

d.  Update on safe crossing at Blackford. Cllr Costello said that she and Cllr Smith had met with the land owners at Blackford and was now seeking quotes for the construction work.  Discussions were ongoing. 
22.03.6.      public participation –  Mrs Cathy Butterworth updated the Members on the “Wellbeing Project”.  A new directory had been published and delivered to every household in the parish.  She was also producing a monthly report in the Isle of Wedmore News in conjunction with the medical centre.   A planned website was ongoing and she hoped to hold another open day session in September.  She was actively involved with the Good Neighbour Scheme and was trying to arrange some Dementia friendly projects within the parish but needed some help in setting these up.  Cllr Kirley felt that a Councillor was needed to sit on the Wellbeing Committee as a liaison member between the group and the new unitary authority.  Cllr Costello thanked Mrs Butterworth for all her efforts and presented her with a replica Henry Butt trophy.
22.03.7.      financial matters 
a) Audit of accounts -  25th January 2022 – 21st  February 2022  - Cllr Beacom and Cllr Mulliner reported that all was in order. 
b) Accounts for Payment – as per the following list

	Payment
	Payee
	Details
	Amount



	BACS
	Water2Business
	Water rates at cemetery
	£21.29

	BACS
	OddJob
	Repairs at toilets following vandalism
	£192.00

	BACS
	St John Ambulance
	First Aid cover “Lamplight”
	£115.20

	BACS
	Water2Business
	Water rates at allotments
	£179.64

	BACS
	Rapide Supplies
	Toilet rolls at public toilets
	£33.00

	DD
	Mainstream
	Line rental and phone calls
	£62.64

	BACS
	J Bethell
	Fit new handrail at cemetery
	£597.00

	BACS
	W Jackson
	Hedging and highways` works
	£195.00

	BACS
	D Summers-Cook
	Clean & lock toilets
	£223.00

	BACS
	Mrs R Stevens
	Clean Council Rooms
	£25.00

	BACS
	R Pring
	Clerk’s expenses
	£13.50

	BACS
	St Andrews Press
	Posters for Open Day event
	£229.40

	BACS
	Electric Gate Co
	Call out fee car park barrier fault
	£78.00

	BACS
	D Cox
	Expenses for Open Day event
	£84.98

	BACS
	Electric Gate Co
	Replace photo cells on barrier
	£210.00

	DD
	Sedgemoor DC
	Clerk’s salary
	£1756.79

	BACS
	EDF Energy
	Electricity at toilets
	£17.88

	BACS
	SALC
	Training sessions
	£55.00

	BACS
	Clarity Copiers
	Photocopy charges
	£12.65

	BACS
	Electric Gate Co
	Call out charge
	£78.00

	BACS
	Nat. Allotment Soc
	Annual subscription
	£67.00


22.03.08  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE HELD ON 22ND FEBRUARY 2022 – These had been circulated and it was agreed that Cllr Smith should sign them as an accurate record 
22.03.09  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 2ND MARCH 2022 -  These had been circulated and it was agreed that Cllr Costello should sign them as an accurate record.
              22.03.10  TO CONSIDER THE RENEWAL OF THE LEASE OF THEALE VILLAGE HALL -  Cllr Thorogood reported that a recent meeting of village hall supporters had attracted 55 attendees and a new management committee had been formed with an AGM due to be held next month.  The hall was not entitled to any grants due to its status but the committee was looking at claiming back business rates as other halls in the parish were doing. The lease with the Diocesan Authority was under negotiation and a local land owner said that he would bequeath the neighbouring orchard and building to the hall committee if a long lease was agreed.  Cllr Thorogood proposed that the legal costs of the lease agreement be met by the parish council.  Cllr Kirley seconded the proposal that the Council would commit up to £2k towards the costs and this was agreed.
22.03.11  TO DISCUSS THE SITE CONDITIONS AT CROSS FARM DEVELOPMENT -   Cllr Reeson expressed concerns over the state of the new footpath at Cross Farm leading to the play area.  The path was currently a muddy quagmire and he noted that hedging on either side of the path was mainly holly and thorn bushes. It was pointed out that the hedging would have been approved by the planning authority and would be subject to ongoing maintenance paid for by the residents.  Cllr Costello had met with the SDC play area manager recently and had also expressed concerns to the developer over the state of the path and play area.  The Parish Council would not accept respoonsibiity for this area until matters had been rectified.
22.03.12  TO APPROVE THE NATIONAL PAY AGREEMENT OF 1.75% FOR COUNCIL CLERKS -  Cllr Kirley proposed and Cllr Cox seconded that the national pay agreement be ratified and this was agreed.
22.03.13  TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL AMENITY GRANTS TO VILLAGE HALLS -  It was proposed by Cllr Kirley and seconded by Cllr Smith that a grant of £500 be made to each village hall in the parish.  This was agreed. 
22.03.14  TO CONSIDER A WORTHY RECEIPIENT OF THE HENRY BUTT TROPHY 2021 -   The  Clerk reported that he had received six nominations so far and a decision would be made at the April Council meeting.  There was still time for further nominations.
22.03.15   ISSUES AND QUESIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS – Cllr. Cox said that the planned Royal Jubilee event would need some financial support similar to the Street Fair.  This would be an agenda item for next month. Cllr Beacom had been in discussion with the County Footpaths Officer concerning the path from Pilcorn Street to Sand Road.,  A new fingerpost was being sited in Pilcorn Street.   
22.03.16  correspondence
	Item
	From Whom
	Subject

	
	ALL CIRCULATED
	


22.03.17    COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Cemetery – The top entrance was being re-surfaced in July
· Facilities Allotments & Footpaths – Acorn developers were upgrading the allotment track very soon
· Finance & General Purposes – Nil
· Housing – Nil.
· Highways – Meeting held recently
· Planning – Meeting Weds 23rd March
· Footpaths and Green Issues – Nil
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES
· IOW News –  Nil
· Play Areas – Annual inspection reports received
· SALC –  The  MUGA was now operational 
· Village Halls – Wedmore had suffered storm damage to the roof and an interior ceiling. Several events planned at Theale
· Twinning – Nil
· Green Wedmore – Successful working day held at Worthington Woods and more projects planned
22.03.18     matters of report and items for next meeting – 
(a).  Chairman – Nil 
(b)
   Clerk – Nil
(c)   Members – Jubilee Funding, Thermal Imaging Camera (DK)
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.23 pm

